
2. CREATION I. “What Kind of God?” 
Genesis 1 

I want to accomplish the following things this morning: 

● I want to give you a tool that will help you understand the Bible better.  The tool is to 

think of the Bible as a single story that has six parts, and the six parts all fit together.  

○ I want you to begin thinking of the Bible as a single story that has SIX parts. 

○ I want you to memorize the titles of the six parts of the biblical story, in order.  

The first tool: seeing how the entire Bible fits together, like a story with six chapters. 

● I want to give you a second tool to help you understand the Bible better.  The tool is: I 

want you to begin thinking of the Bible as the story of God.  God is the main character in 

every story.  God is always the hero.  Every story in the Bible is about who God is, or 

what God is doing (or trying to do). 

● I want you to begin developing a biblical picture of who God is and what he is like, and 

to see how the biblical picture is different from other pictures of who God is. 

FIRST: the Bible is easier to understand if we will read it as a single, very long story about God 

and what he does for his creation.  The story has six parts: 

● CREATION, where God makes the universe. God designs our world, and everything in it, 

so that it all fits together the way he wants it to be. This includes humanity, which God 

created to bear his image and to rule and care for creation in ways consistent with God's 

character. 

● CORRUPTION, where we rebel against God. Our rebellion doesn't just affect us, it 

damages everything in creation. Our rebellion damages the way we think and feel. It 

damages our relationships with each other, with God, and with creation itself. 

● COVENANT, where God chooses and works through people to begin saving creation. 

These people are not perfect or sinless, but they are available to God and faithful to 

him. The most important covenant in this part of the story is God's covenant with 

Abraham, which establishes Israel (Abraham's family) as the nation that Jesus will come 

from. 

● CHRIST: when the time is right, God himself becomes a man, born in Abraham's family. 

He lives a life that perfectly reflects God's character, so that we can finally understand 

what God is like and what he wants. He dies in our place for our sins, and he rises from 

the dead in victory over sin and death. 

● CHURCH, where Jesus' people continue the work that he did, empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, spreading God's rule in the world. This part of the story continues today, because 

the story isn't over yet. You and I are participants in this part of the story. 

● COMPLETION, where Jesus returns to rule all of creation as its righteous king. 



These six parts are the outline of the entire Bible. They aren't just the story of the Bible, they 

are the story of EVERYTHING, all of history.  

 

I said above that the Bible is the story of God, which means that God is the hero and main 

character of every story.  This is why knowing the six parts is important, because when God acts 

in each part, he is doing something different than he is doing in the other parts. 

● In the first part (Creation), God is filling his universe and putting things in order.  

● In the second part (Corruption), God is trying to control the damage that people are 

doing to creation.  He is trying to save and redeem. 

● In the third part (Covenant), God brings his plan for saving and redeeming into focus on 

Abraham and Abraham’s family.  Which leads to the fourth part (Christ), where God 

himself becomes a man ... 

That brings us to talking what kind of God our God is.  Let’s begin by asking how people in the 

world around us picture God, and how the Bible pictures God, and why the difference between 

the two is important.  So think: 

1. What do people around us think about God? 

 

 

2. Many people have false ideas about God, false pictures of who God is and what he is 

like.  List some of the bad ideas about God you can think of. 

 

 

3. Is what we think about God important?  Why?  Does what you think about God affect 

anything about the way you live, the decisions you make, etc.? 

 

 

4. Genesis 1 is a story that paints a picture of who God is and what he is like.  As we read 

the story, notice how the chapter describes God.  How does Genesis 1 describe God? 

According to this passage, what is God like? 



Here are the characteristics of God that I see in Genesis 1. 

● He is powerful; he speaks and everything he commands happens as he commanded it. 

● He is personal; he has intent, personality.  He seems to be someone you could relate to 

& communicate with.  He is NOT an impersonal force.  

● He is organized and orderly; he works according to a plan. 

● He is good to others; he blesses and cares for the things he creates. 

● He is supreme; no one is competing with him. 

● He is artistic; he creates beautiful things and blesses them by calling them “good”. 

● He is social; he has relationships.  (“Let US make man in OUR image …”) 

Do  you notice any other characteristics of God? 

 

5. Are any of the characteristics of God surprising to you?  Have you thought of God this 

way before? 

 

6. Which of the characteristics of God that you see in Genesis 1 is important to you right 

now?  Why?  How do these different pictures of God meet your needs? 

 

 

Let’s talk for a minute about how we are reading the Bible in this study.  

We are reading the Bible as a STORY.  Ancient Israel used stories to remind themselves and to 

teach their children the answers to the most important questions:  

● What is God like?  

● What does it mean to be human?  

● Why do we worship Yahweh, and not the gods of other nations? 

● What is wrong with the world?  How do we respond to what is wrong with the world? 

From the Bible’s perspective--from GOD’S perspective--there are good ways to answer these 

questions, and there are bad ways to answer these questions.  The Bible is one of God’s ways of 

getting us to believe the good answers, and to live by them. 

 


